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Technical Field n ° 2: Nutrition and Food 

Themes 

1. Technical innovations: new formulations of products, new manufacturing 
processes (or improvement of existing processes); 

2. Institutional innovations: change of the regulatory framework, involvement of 
public authorities in the promotion of local fortified foods; 

3. Innovations allowing easy access of the poor to fortified foods and / or local 
food products with high nutritional value; 

4. Innovations in the development of value chains of local agricultural products 
with high nutritional value, fostering the adoption of good food practices 
(adequate response to nutritional and public health problems); 

5. Improved understanding of food behaviors and their determinants in West 
Africa 

Issues that 
experiments seek to 

solve 

- Endemic childhood malnutrition in the Sahel countries creating a need for 
quality Ready-to-Use therapeutic food and Ready-to-use supplement food; 

- Maternal malnutrition affecting the life cycle, hence the need for preventive 
action; 

- Micronutrient deficiencies; 
- Local products not highly valued in the diet of populations in a context of 

nutritional transition; 
- Low level of knowledge of good feeding practices; 
- Poor documentation of farming systems and determinants of eating behavior; 
- Low consideration of food issues in local policies. 

Summary of the steps 

- Support to individuals, Farmers organizations, processing units and industry for 
the production, the processing and marketing of local foods; 

- Support and accompaniment of companies and processing units for the 
production of quality fortified foods for infants and mothers meeting the 
standards; 

- Promoting local foods in schools (canteens), fairs, etc.; 
- Awareness raising on good dietary and nutritional practices; 
- Advocacy for taking nutritional issues into account in agricultural policies; 
- Supporting standardization organizations in the process of developing and 

promoting standards for infant flours and fortified foods; 
- Support to companies in the certification process; 
- Facilitation of a multi-stakeholder consultation at a departmental level 

according to the “territorial food system approach” on food and nutritional 
security. 

Main actions taken to 
solve the issues 

- Facilitation of concertation and establishment of partnerships with various 
actors working in the field of food and nutritional security; 

- Development of a good targeting mechanism to reach the poorest and more 
vulnerable households and women; 

- Capacity building (training, study tour, exchange workshops, etc.); 
- Establishment of an adequate monitoring mechanism facilitator-producer or 

endogenous facilitators; 
- Construction of infrastructure and equipment, inputs, etc.; 
- Installation/rehabilitation of irrigation systems; 
- Information/awareness on good food and nutrition practices using various tools 

(film, booklet, image box, etc.) 

- Promotion of product marketing (packaging design, creation of sales outlets, 
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participation in fairs, etc.) 

- Conduct of diagnostic studies on production systems, marketing and eating 
behavior 

- Organization of beneficiaries in cooperatives 
- Dissemination of outcomes to various partners  

Main outcomes and 
impacts 

The main outcomes of the projects are: 
- Improvement of the organizational and commercial capacity of the beneficiaries 

(FOs, PU); 
- Improving the quality and marketing of processed local products; 
- Improvement of cultivation techniques and production yields; 
- Improving knowledge and adoption of good dietary and nutritional practices; 
- Adoption of good dietary and nutritional practices; 
- Documentation of production systems and eating behavior; 
- Beginning of political awareness of the importance of food issues related to 

sustainable family farming: nutrition-agriculture integration. 
- Definition of an inclusive food policy at a territorial level and synergy creation to 

organize short supply circuits 
The major impact of the projects is that the enhancement of local products for a 
healthy diet in a context of nutritional transition has been successfully tested. These 
experiences remain to be expanded for a better impact. 

What good practices 
are likely to be 

taught, shared and 
valued? 

 With well-targeted support for the real needs of the beneficiaries (kit breeding, 
training, and support to commercialization) it is possible to promote effective 
local products for a healthy diet while improving the resilience of the 
beneficiaries. 

 The supply of school canteens with local products have the double advantage of 
ensuring a healthy diet while supporting local family farming. 

 Access to the industrial sector by local production is possible provided that 
producers are supported upstream on good agricultural practices and to secure 
the flow of production through contracts. 

 The “territorial food system” approach allows to work with all the stakeholders 
in the process and to tackle the related issues: land use planning, agriculture, 
food processing, access and quality, etc. 

 Support for the establishment of standards at national and regional scales allows 
to have a strong impact on the quality of Ready-to-Use therapeutic food and 
Ready-to-use supplement food at a regional level. 

What is the 
originality of the 

experiments in the 
field? 

1. Highlighting the agriculture-nutrition link through pilot actions and diagnostic 
studies coupled with the involvement of political actors to better take into 
account this issue in the policies 

2. Promotion of self-certification with the operationalization of Participatory 
Guarantee System thanks to the RONGEAD Label Bio Faso project 

 

 


